
 

 

 

Message from the Principal: 

Welcome to our first newsletter after the Easter break – we hope you had a peaceful 

weekend and were able to get some sunshine.  This issue has all the sections you have 

come to expect.   

As you are aware we have now received notification from Ofqual on awarding grades for this 

summers’ examination series.  We totally understand that this time is very unsettling for all 

students and parents/carers alike, but please rest assured the staff are working hard behind 

the scenes to ensure every single one of our students gets the grades they deserve, now we 

have Ofqual’s guidance to work to. 

Please remember we have a dedicated Safeguarding concerns phone line in addition to our 

existing contact routes:  07811 004643 

If you have any feedback or suggestions for the newsletter/briefing please contact us at 

derbyadmin@utcderby.org.uk – we would love to hear from you. 

We await the government’s announcement on Thursday regarding the future status of the 

“lockdown” situation, but until then the UTC remains closed until further notice however the 

following still holds true: 

If any parent/carer’s circumstances change, if they are “key workers” or their child is classed 

as vulnerable, please notify the UTC and we will make appropriate arrangements - please 

note these may be at other Derby City schools other than the UTC.  

Kind regards and stay safe! 

 

Richie Wheatcroft 

Principal 

 

STAY HOME     PROTECT THE NHS     SAVE LIVES 

  



 

 

 

What Qualifications can I get from an Apprenticeship? 

Intermediate apprenticeship – Level 2 

The first apprenticeship level is equivalent to getting five GCSEs at grade C+/4+. 
Many employers include “functional skills” qualifications for apprentices who don’t have 
C+/4+ GCSEs in maths and English. Functional skills gives you the basic numeracy and literacy 
you need for the workplace. You will work towards level 2 functional skills, which is 
equivalent to grade C+/4+ at GCSE. 

You will gain level 2 qualifications in your intermediate apprenticeships. These could be: 

• Awards, certificates or diplomas: These are all equally difficult, but are different lengths 

of course, with awards being the shortest and diplomas the longest. This means the 

amount of content you will cover will be different. 

• NVQ: These are directly related to the job you are training for, and provide the skills 

and knowledge you need to perform the role. 

 

Advanced apprenticeships – Level 3 

The second apprenticeship level is equivalent to getting 2 A-levels at grade E+, or the 
International Baccalaureate. 

You will generally need grade C+/4+ GCSEs in maths and English to do an advanced 
apprenticeship. Some employers may offer functional skills as part of the course (see above). 

Your advanced apprenticeships will give you level 3 qualifications, including: 

• Awards, certificates or diplomas. 

• National certificate (NC) / National diploma (ND): Practical qualifications which teach 

you the skills needed to carry out a particular role as you do the job. 

• NVQ: This will provide knowledge and skills to do your job well. 

 

Higher apprenticeship – Level 4-7 

The higher apprenticeship is quite broad. It guarantees you a higher education qualification. 

This can range all the way from a level 4 qualification, which is equivalent to the first year of 

university study, all the way up to a master’s degree. 

The skills and knowledge you acquire will vary considerably depending on the level you study 

at. At level 4, you will gain specialist knowledge and analytic ability in your level. At level 7, 

you will develop the ability to come up with your own solutions to complicated problems, 

and be well-prepared for an advanced technical job, or even a senior management role. 

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/680/intermediate-apprenticeships
https://successatschool.org/blog/525/How-important-are-GCSEs%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/749/functional-skills
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/186/Why-Study-Maths%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/187/Why-Study-English-Language-and-Literature%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/604/What-is-an-Advanced-Apprenticeship%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/550/What-is-the-International-Baccalaureate-IB-Diploma%3F
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/226/higher-level-apprenticeships


Based on courses currently available on the government's Find An Apprenticeship service, 

higher apprenticeships tend to offer level 4 qualifications. Level 4 qualifications include: 

• Higher national certificate (HNC): A level 4, equivalent to first year of university, which 

takes a year to complete / Higher national diploma (HND): A level 5 qualification, 

equivalent to second year of university, which takes two years to complete. These are 

practical qualifications which teach you the skills you need to do a particular job. You 

will learn by doing the job. 

• Certificate of higher education (CertHE) / Diploma of higher education (DipHE): Like the 

HNC and HND, these are level 4 and 5 qualifications equivalent to university years one 

and two. They are academic rather than practical qualifications. 

• Foundation degree: Foundation degrees are vocational alternatives to traditional 

bachelor's degrees, combining work-based learning with academic study. 

 

Degree apprenticeship – Level 6-7 

A degree apprenticeship will give you a bachelor’s degree or a master’s degree. 

With a bachelor’s degree, you’ll complete your qualification with the skills, knowledge and 
understanding to carry out a knowledge-based job, and the ability to develop your own ideas 
and research. 

With a master’s degree, you’ll have the ability to come up with your own solutions to 
complicated problems. You’ll also be qualified to carry out an advanced technical role, and 
may even be ready to take on a management job 

  

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/582/degree-apprenticeships


 

University Virtual Tours currently available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other virtual tours can be found on the following website: 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/open-days-and-

events/virtual-tours 

  

https://www.derby.ac.uk/virtual-open-days/ https://www.lboro.ac.uk/virtualtour/ 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/

colleges/college-virtual-tours?wssl=1 
https://www.wlv.ac.uk/university-life/virtual-tour/ 

https://sheffieldhallamuniversity.online-

event.co/registration/sheffield-hallam-university-

12?utm_source=website&utm_medium=referral&utm_ca

mpaign=oct19_virtualevents_page 

http://virtualcampus.dmu.ac.uk/ 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jobs.ac.uk%2Fenhanced%2Femployer%2Floughborough-university%2F&psig=AOvVaw25YB8Grwu8SByPGaJuDUks&ust=1586518303059000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDV17Kf2-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheecologist.org%2F2012%2Fjan%2F30%2Fadvertorial-oxford-university&psig=AOvVaw3m_ToSamR-t6AvdjhrUNwz&ust=1586518419900000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIjq5Omf2-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.enghouseinteractive.com%2Fcasestudies%2Fwolverhampton-university%2Fattachment%2Fwolverhamptonuniversity%2F&psig=AOvVaw0DAE2Yq-KzBoROteMD_RBT&ust=1586518533570000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKCf_5-g2-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.strawberrystudenthomes.co.uk%2Fsheffield-hallam-university%2Fsheffield-hallam-university-logo-2%2F&psig=AOvVaw2zsoWSC_EmD2wNSTkxZvxC&ust=1586518745870000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKi5-ISh2-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstudy-net.eu%2Fproduct%2Fde-montfort-university%2F&psig=AOvVaw2QstdnILRyZQu3YoQBIuQK&ust=1586518889306000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCN48qh2-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI


I have not failed, but found 1000 ways to not make a light bulb.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The scientist discovers a new type of material or energy and the engineer 

discovers a new use for it.”  

 

Activity: 

DFMA – Design for Manufacture Assembly 

 

Choose a product around the home – write down how YOU think at was 

designed with Manufacture and Assembly in mind. 

Can you improve the process taking DFMA into consideration? 

 

If you want to continue to work on your Engineering Coursework – Use the 

guidance and information sheets on Teams to help you complete and share with 

your teacher for feedback with your checklist via one drive 

It runs but can never flee. It is 

often watched, yet never sees. 

When long it brings boredom, 

When short it brings fear. 

What is it? 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iconfinder.com%2Ficons%2F3780398%2Fbrain_bulb_idea_light_puzzle_solution_icon&psig=AOvVaw1NQobr5RMwA9zFFEvOgLDX&ust=1585150897897000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODp-8K5s-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

Great Reads… 

The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger 

 

 

Quotations 

Very little is needed to make a happy life; it is all within yourself, in your way of thinking. 
Marcus Aurelius 

If opportunity doesn't knock, build a door. 
Milton Berle 

 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/marcus_aurelius_386395
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/marcus-aurelius-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/milton_berle_105306
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/milton-berle-quotes


Feed the family – why not work with your siblings and add a pinch 
of learning too?  
 
Quick bread – a cooking and learning recipe  
 
(For younger children talk about measuring in grams, teaspoons, 
millilitres or fluid ounces, measures of heating)  
75g plain flour  
100g wholemeal flour  
25g oats  
1.5 tsp caster sugar  
0.5 tsp salt  
0.5 tsp bicarbonate of soda  
175ml/6 fl oz natural yogurt  
And heat the oven to 220C/425F/Gas 7.  
 
(Talk about handwashing before you start any kneading, nutrition – why 
are we using some wholemeal flour? chemistry – what job does the 
bicarbonate of soda do?)  
 
1. Line a baking tray with greaseproof paper.  
2. Stir all of the ingredients, apart from the yogurt, together in a bowl.  
3. Add most of the yogurt and mix together to a soft dough. (Add some 
extra yogurt if it is too dry.)  
4. Tip out onto a floured surface (talk about how it feels, why is the 
surface floured?) and knead for a few minutes until it is smooth.  
5. Shape into a round loaf and put it on the baking tray on top of the 
paper. Flatten it slightly with your hands. Mark a deep X on the top using 
a knife (Safety – fingers away from the blade) cutting almost all the way 
to the bottom. (Why? – So that the loaf cooks all the way through)  
6. Carefully put it in the oven for 20-25 minutes.  
7. Take it out, let it cool down a bit, (patience) then enjoy a slice with the 
family.  
 



Ideas to keep you occupied:  

BBC Bitesize - daily lessons  
From 20 April, you’ll be able to access regular daily lessons in English 
and Maths, as well as other core subjects, in an expanded version of 
their website and also on special programmes broadcast on BBC iPlayer 
and BBC Red Button.  
They have worked with colleagues in other parts of the BBC and 
education experts from around the UK to make sure everyone who 
needs it can access learning resources during this uncertain time. You 
can also expect some of it to be delivered by well-known faces.  
 
Lessons on screen  
BBC iPlayer and the Red Button service will host Bitesize Daily. These 
are six different 20 minute shows, each designed to target a specific age 
group, from ages five to 14, and for pupils throughout the UK. Experts 
and teachers will be involved, covering what should be learned that day 
for the different year groups and key stages. Maths, Science and English 
will be covered in dedicated programmes, and other subjects such as 
History, Geography, Music and Art will also be covered.  
For older students, BBC Four is also joining forces with Red Button 
for evening programmes to support the GCSE and A Level 
curriculum.  
 
Listen and learn  
In addition, BBC Sounds is also launching separate podcasts, aimed at 
either primary or secondary pupils, to support everyone learning at 
home. The daily shows, each around 10 minutes long, will link with 
content on Bitesize which supports education and also other needs, in 
what is likely to be a confusing and worrying time for many young people 
as we continue to live in lockdown.  
Bitesize also has an app. This will be providing daily lessons for 14 to 16 

year olds. Find out more about the app 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zgd682p 

 
Into Film  
Into Film have opened up some of their resources for free. There are 
activities for both primary and secondary school age children that 
revolve around the film industry – including review-writing guides, 
filmmaking skills and storyboarding – to enhance the children’s 
creativity. There are also prizes if the projects are submitted to the Into 
Film website.  
You can find quizzes and games too.  
Find out more here: https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-

views/articles/activities-for-young-people-to-do-at-home 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zgd682p
https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-views/articles/activities-for-young-people-to-do-at-home
https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-views/articles/activities-for-young-people-to-do-at-home


RSPCA  
The RSPCA have a wide range of resources for parents to download 
which can help teach children about various wild, working and farm 
animals and compassion. There are plenty of quizzes and interactive 
games available. All the resources are educational so can fit in with the 
schoolwork but are also fun and engaging.  
There are lesson plans for early years, primary and secondary ages so 
there is something for all children and young people.  
For more information, and to access the resources, visit: 

https://education.rspca.org.uk/home-resources 

 

Learn how to DJ  
Price: Free Age range: No age limits (but more suited towards school-
age children)  
An app that teaches the basics of dj-ing in a fun, interactive way without 

the need for expensive, specialist equipment. All you need is a phone or 

tablet and the free djay app by Algoriddim. Djay guides users through 

every stage of mixing, teaching them the basics of decks and loops 

before giving them the freedom to mix and remix their library of music. 

There’s even a video visualiser tool that lets users create their own 

music videos to accompany their mixes, and the app uses AI to help 

guide budding musicians through the process. 

 

Free resources, activities and socialising ideas for children of all 
ages  
Netflix Party  
Price: Free Age ranges: All  
If you or your kids are yearning for social contact and missing loved 

ones, Netflix Party lets multiple people stream shows together meaning 

you can keep up with your favourite series with grandparents, cousins, 

school friends and more, even if you’re miles apart. Install the free 

Chrome extension (it only works with Chrome at the moment), click the 

Netflix Party icon and share your viewing link with friends. Once 

everyone has joined the link, the show will begin, and the extension has 

a built-in chat function that lets you send messages to other people in 

your party as the show is playing. 

https://education.rspca.org.uk/home-resources


Preparing for A level  
There has been a great deal of discussion on educational social media about what is 
the best thing for Year 11 students to be doing now, given that they will not be 
revising for summer examinations. One idea is to start preparing for next year’s A 
levels. If you like that idea, here are some links to some free resources available on 
Amazon for Kindle.  
 
Chemistry https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Chemistry-Level-
ebook/dp/B00VE2NIGG/   
 
Biology https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Biology-Level-
ebook/dp/B00VE2NIOI/   
 
Physics https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Physics-Level-
ebook/dp/B00VE2NII4   
 
Maths https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-Level-Maths-2017-
2018/dp/1782947922   
 

 

 

Managing anxiety about the virus as adults  
 
Links to help staff and parents to manage their anxieties about Coronavirus: 
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-your-
wellbeing/#collapse1644b 
  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51873799?fbclid=IwAR01ug03efw0BQAxTOrrm-
zrte5gI7jSAHOA-cpgM7BPaDjmoqN7pRwotNE 
 
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/blog/health-and-other-forms-of-anxiety-and-

coronavirus/ 

  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Chemistry-Level-ebook/dp/B00VE2NIGG/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Chemistry-Level-ebook/dp/B00VE2NIGG/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Biology-Level-ebook/dp/B00VE2NIOI/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Biology-Level-ebook/dp/B00VE2NIOI/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Physics-Level-ebook/dp/B00VE2NII4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Physics-Level-ebook/dp/B00VE2NII4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-Level-Maths-2017-2018/dp/1782947922
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-Level-Maths-2017-2018/dp/1782947922
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/#collapse1644b
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/#collapse1644b
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51873799?fbclid=IwAR01ug03efw0BQAxTOrrm-zrte5gI7jSAHOA-cpgM7BPaDjmoqN7pRwotNE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51873799?fbclid=IwAR01ug03efw0BQAxTOrrm-zrte5gI7jSAHOA-cpgM7BPaDjmoqN7pRwotNE
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/blog/health-and-other-forms-of-anxiety-and-coronavirus/
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/blog/health-and-other-forms-of-anxiety-and-coronavirus/


Lockdown time capsule 
We're currently going through something that you may never experience again in 
your lifetime and will tell tales of in years to come.   Why not create a time capsule of 
your period in lockdown that you can look back on?   Cut out newspaper clippings, 
write a letter to your future self, take photos of your family and print them - the 
possibilities are endless. When you've collected everything, put it all into a shoe box 
and hide the capsule away somewhere to find when all this is over... 
https://blog.kidadl.com/articles/lockdown-time-capsule 

 

 

  

https://blog.kidadl.com/articles/lockdown-time-capsule


Answers from last briefing: 

Easter quiz answers  

 

Rabbit Answers: 

1 Thumper   

2 Bugs Bunny  

3 Peter Rabbit  

4 Bluebell   

5 The White Rabbit  

6 Br’er Rabbit  

7 The Easter Bunny  

8 Roger Rabbit  

9 Harvey  

10 The March Hare 

Sweet Answers:  
1. JELLY BABIES / TOTS  

2. QUALITY STREET  
3. ALL GOLD  
4. AFTER EIGHTS  
5. PEAR DROPS  
6. MILK TRAY / BOTTLES  
7. MARS BAR  
8. DOLLY MIXTURES  
9. MINT IMPERIELS 
10. TURKISH DELIGHT  
11. POLOS  
12. WINE GUMS  
13. WISPA 
14. CHOCOLATE BUTTONS  
15. MALTESERS  
16. KIT KAT  
17. BLACK MAGIC  
18. GOB STOPPERS  
19. WALNUT WHIPS  
20. TIME OUT  
21. DOUBLE DECKER  
22. SKITTLES  
23. CURLY WURLY  
24. BOUNTY  
25. SMARTIES  
26. ROSES  
27. MATCHMAKERS  
28. YORKIE  
29. LION BAR  
30. BOOST  
31. PICNIC  
32. LOVE HEARTS 
33. MIDGET GEMS  
34. GALAXY  
35. FLAKE 
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Answers to Friday 3rd April’s Questions : Q1:  100, Q2:  212, Q3:  3011, Q4:  14 

Answers to today’s questions will be on the next briefing! 
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GREEN UNCLE RAY 

OILUVETON 

GRAVY IT 

EVILT NOISE 

WIDOW BLEWRED 

AND 

STEEL MEN 

PATIO TADAN 

SMILE NOTE 

TRICYCLE TIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Wordsearch 

Science Anagrams 
Science 4 Pictures 1 Word 



 

Can you identify these countries of the world?  Answers in the next briefing! 

 


