
 

 

 

Message from the Principal: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Welcome to the second of our Student/Parent/Carer Briefings which we are sending out 

every Monday, Wednesday and Friday during term time. 

In this issue we have continued with our activities from our core subjects of English, maths, 

science and engineering with some links to useful websites also. In addition to the well-being 

section from learning support we have also introduced a careers/further education section - 

this will appear in the Friday edition only. 

Some of you have been getting in contact and asking questions, here some of the frequently 

asked: 

Q - What is happening regarding students who receive Free School Meals. 

A - The government is trying to set up a National voucher system which will enable students 

to cash in a voucher for a meal at all major supermarkets. Until the National system is 

operational we are in the process of setting up our own system.  More information will be out 

next week. 

Q - There doesn’t appear to be much work set for the students to complete.  

A - On Microsoft “Teams” there is a significant amount of work which the students can 

access, complete and which the teachers will then assess and provide feedback. If you are 

having trouble accessing “Teams” please contact us at derbyadmin@utcderby.org.uk and 

we will respond with further guidance. 

Q - How much work should my child be completing? 

A - With the cancellation of the exams this is a difficult question to answer. However, the 

vast majority of our subject teachers had either completed their courses or were very close 

to and would be starting revision sessions. We would strongly recommend that students 

complete as much work as possible to keep in the habit of working so that they will be ready 

to start the next step in their education/training career when we return to normal. They could 

also start to look at the subject areas they intend to study next year at the appropriate level 

to get ahead of the game. 

The UTC remains closed until further notice however the following still holds true: 

If any parent/carer’s circumstances change, if they are “key workers” or their child is classed 

as vulnerable, please notify the UTC and we will make appropriate arrangements - please 

note these may be at other Derby City schools other than the UTC. 



 

The DfE and Ofqual have indicated they will be providing an update on exam grades early 

next week - we will update you as soon as we know the detail 

I would like to thank all staff who have contributed to this briefing.  

Please continue to listen to the advice given by the government regarding social distancing 

as unfortunately this is not an extended school holiday for students, but a time of National 

emergency. 

Kind regards and stay safe! 

 

Richie Wheatcroft 

Principal 

 

STAY HOME     PROTECT THE NHS     SAVE LIVES! 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Is your CV up to date? 

If not, this is something that you 

can be working on now as you may 

need it in the near future. 

If you need support, send your CV 

to date and I can send information 

to help complete this. 

This is a great opportunity to create 

a portfolio that you can show at 

interviews – whether this be for 6th 

form courses, university 

applications or apprenticeships. 

Think about the work that you have 

completed and what YOU would 

like to showcase. 

Important Points: 

• A3 or A4 template 

• Make a list of what you 

want to include 

• The pages need to SHOW 

what you want – they 

should not include huge 

amounts of text – you can 

talk about each page, these 

should be visual 

• Include non-academic 

information – ie pictures 

from DofE, trips and visits 

of relevance, fist aid 

certificates, sporting 

achievements 

If you are still unsure what your next step is…it is not 

too late to apply. 

Look at different courses on the internet and most will 

have an opportunity to apply online. 

Make sure you do this, you need to have an option for 

next year. 

If you want to send me a link to look at anything for 

you, please send me an email. 

If you have applied to UCAS it is important that you continue to check your offers. 

If you have any queries, please send me an e-mail. 

Most universities are providing virtual tours online if you are still undecided so do take advantage 

of this and e-mail universities directly if you have any queries. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.litmos.com%2Fblog%2Funcategorized%2Fthe-9-key-components-of-an-elearning-template&psig=AOvVaw26aA4VHr7JXleJfNZkBfhu&ust=1585305800064000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOD97Lz6t-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also keep busy by 

continuing to research and 

learn! 
Complete on-line courses for free 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses 

Some of these will help with your future 

pathway and this will also show future 

employers/educators that you have 

continued to develop your understanding 

during this difficult time. 

 

 

 

You still need to keep looking and applying. Below are some useful websites: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-guide-to-apprenticeships 

https://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/Choices/Apprenticeships.aspx 

https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/apprenticeships-223 

 

 It is important to continue to prepare yourself for interviews. Please see 

some links below to keep you engaged and prepared: 

Verbal Reasoning Tests 

https://www.assessmentday.co.uk/aptitudetests_verbal.htm 

https://www.practiceaptitudetests.com/verbal-reasoning-tests/ 

Numeracy Tests 

https://www.practiceaptitudetests.com/basic-numeracy-tests/ 

https://www.assessmentday.co.uk/aptitudetests_numerical.htm 

 

 
If you need any help or support, 

please e-mail me and I will try to 

send you further information 

specific to what you need. 

Stay Safe!! 

Miss Warburton       

Still not sure what to do? 

Use the link below to investigate where your subjects can take 

you or what you need in a certain profession 

https://successatschool.org 

 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hampshire.police.uk%2Fpolice-forces%2Fhampshire-constabulary%2Fareas%2Fcareers%2Fcareers%2Fapprenticeships%2F&psig=AOvVaw3nRCfw62StIgxhFuFp2sVr&ust=1585305862061000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIixseD6t-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-guide-to-apprenticeships
https://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/Choices/Apprenticeships.aspx
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/apprenticeships-223
https://www.assessmentday.co.uk/aptitudetests_verbal.htm
https://www.practiceaptitudetests.com/verbal-reasoning-tests/
https://www.practiceaptitudetests.com/basic-numeracy-tests/
https://www.assessmentday.co.uk/aptitudetests_numerical.htm
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftherapy-space.net%2Fpsychoanalytic-mind-alive-well%2F&psig=AOvVaw0uGngrFXrsdMswdiufCrwO&ust=1585306317544000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNiS07j8t-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://successatschool.org/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffalconfastening.com%2Flean-learning%2Finventory-management%2F5-key-areas-to-investigate-when-going-lean%2F&psig=AOvVaw2691CJtO4DSIoMF46IPMGO&ust=1585307085225000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjo2aD_t-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


“Engineers like to solve problems. If there are no problems handily available, 

they will create their own problems.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

““The problem in this business isn’t to keep people from stealing your ideas; it's 

making them steal your ideas!” 

 

  

Activity: 

It is important that you keep thinking about engineering and the many 

different aspects that have been covered. 

• Pick TWO products within the home or garden and answer the 

following: 

Think about different manufacturing methods 

• One -Off Production 

• Batch Production 

• Mass Production 

For your chosen product, give an example for EACH manufacturing method - 

HOW it would have been, what material would have been used and WHY this 

is a good method or not 

 

Could you give an example of a SMART material that could be used to 

manufacture your example products? 

Which 

statement is 

correct? 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iconfinder.com%2Ficons%2F3780398%2Fbrain_bulb_idea_light_puzzle_solution_icon&psig=AOvVaw1NQobr5RMwA9zFFEvOgLDX&ust=1585150897897000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODp-8K5s-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

Great Reads… 

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

 

 

 

Quotations 

Permanence, perseverance and persistence in spite of all obstacles, discouragements, and 
impossibilities: It is this, that in all things distinguishes the strong soul from the weak. 

Thomas Carlyle 
 

If you cannot do great things, do small things in a great way. 
Napoleon Hill 

 
 

  

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/thomas_carlyle_156180
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/thomas_carlyle_156180
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/thomas-carlyle-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/napoleon_hill_152848
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/napoleon-hill-quotes


 

 

MACDONALD’S AT HOME 

Ingredients  

•  115g of minced beef 

•  1 plain burger bun 

•  1/2 teaspoon of diced onion 

•  2 cheese slices 

•  1 dill pickle/gherkin 

•  1 tablespoon of ketchup 

•  1/2 teaspoon of American mustard (or French) 

•  2 teaspoons of boiling water 

•  Seasoning 

 

Method 

1. Divide the ground beef in to two even portions. Roll each ground beef portion into 

a ball and press them flat on greased paper/tray until each patty is around 1cm 

thick. 

2. Cut the burger bun in half and lightly toast each inner face of the bun in a dry 

frying pan over a medium to hot heat. 

3. Remove the buns and cook each burger patty in the pan for approx 2 min per side 

(check to make sure it is cooked right the way through). Salt each patty lightly 

whilst cooking. 

4. Put the first patty on the bottom bun, followed by a slice of cheese. Then put the 

second burger patty on top, followed by another slice of cheese. 

5. Top the burgers with two slices of dill pickle, then the diced onion. 

6. Mix the ketchup and mustard with the boiling water and spread on the top bun 

and place on top of the burger stack. 

7. Microwave the whole double cheeseburger (including bun) for 15 seconds. 

8. Serve with some frozen French Fries and the stashes of Maccie dips in your 

cupboards. 😊 

 

 



The Hand Sensing Exercise  

 

This is a very simple exercise that can be done sitting down or lying down.  

❖ Close your eyes and hold out your hand. Allow 

yourself to feel your hand. 

❖ Now ask yourself: without touching anything, 

without moving your hand and without looking at 

your hand, how can you know that your hand is 

still there? 

❖ Pay attention to your hand. Can you feel the inside 

of your hand, a sense of warmth or tingling? 

❖ Now move your attention slowly to the rest of 

your body, one part at a time, and feel that sense 

of warmth/tingling throughout.  

  



 

 

  

Online Safety Guide: 

What Parents Need to Know About Houseparty 

Houseparty is a great way to speak live-time to multiple people in different locations. 

It seems like the perfect way to keep in touch during these difficult times. But is the 

app safe? What should parents be aware of? And how can you protect your child’s 

privacy? Find out with this guide. 

Created by the team at National Online Safety, this guide explores the main features 

that have made Houseparty so popular and the key themes that parents need to 

know about. As always, the guide will also provide several useful tips for parents and 

carers to consider around ensuring a safer experience for their children. 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nationaleducationgroup.cmail20.com/t/t-l-

nkrhuut-ahriitrid-y/   

 

https://nationaleducationgroup.cmail20.com/t/t-l-nkrhuut-ahriitrid-y/
https://nationaleducationgroup.cmail20.com/t/t-l-nkrhuut-ahriitrid-y/
https://nationaleducationgroup.cmail20.com/t/t-l-nkrhuut-ahriitrid-y/


 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

www.Kooth.com   

We are writing to inform you about Kooth.com which is a free, safe and confidential way for young 
people to receive counselling, support and advice online. We know that there are times when life 
can feel like a struggle and some extra support can be needed. Recognising this, Kooth has been 
commissioned by NHS Derby & Derbyshire NHS Clinical Commissioning Group to provide support for 
young people aged 11-18, up to 25 for children living in care, who live within the Derby and 
Derbyshire area. 

Kooth is accessible 24/7 365 days of the year and provides access to quality counselling from BACP 
or UKCP accredited counselling professionals via a text based format from 12noon to 10pm on 
weekdays, and 6pm-10pm on weekends, providing a much needed ‘out of hours’ service. Kooth is 
accessible from any device that can access the Internet, allowing young people to seek help and 
support at a time and location that is suitable for them.  

In addition to the counselling, Kooth provides a fantastic, safe place for peer to peer support through 
forums where all contributions are moderated before being posted. Young people can also access 
the Magazine and Articles section where they can read approved content from individuals in similar 
situations to their own or even write their own articles. 

Kooth is not a replacement for any in person support for a young person; rather it is an additional 

means of accessing further support. 

 

www.Qwell.io   

In addition to Kooth, Derby & Derbyshire NHS Clinical Commissioning Group has also commissioned 

Qwell to provide online access to BACP or UKCP accredited counsellors for Parents or Carers who 

are caring for a young person under the age of 18. Like children and young people, adults too can 

find life tough and may also require some further support from time to time.  

Qwell provides access to qualified counsellors via a text based format 365 days per year from 

12noon to 10pm on weekdays, and 6pm-10pm on weekends and can be accessed from any device 

that can access the internet, allowing parents and carers to seek help and support at a time and 

location that is suitable for them. Qwell also provides access to online forums and a wide range of 

articles that can be accessed 24/7 365 days of the year.  

 

  

http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.qwell.io/


 

  



 

 

THINK FOR THE FUTURE PROVISION 

Over the course of this year some of our year 11 students have been working with an organisation 
called Think For The Future. They have supported many of our students in maintaining their 
motivation and work ethic whilst in school, managing their behaviour in and out of school, and 
planning for their future after they finish with us. Every student who has worked with their 
Behaviour and Resilience Mentor has benefited greatly from this support, and TFTF have 
contacted us to let us know how they can continue to provide support for our students through 
these difficult circumstances. 

They have sent us the below information, detailing different ways in which our students can 
access this support from home: 

WOW Packs 

Their mentors are working hard to produce WOW packs for us to send all students on topics 
including mental well-being, managing emotions, gender and sexuality, motivation and 
routine. These are being put together in response to the current situation and are to support 
students, staff and parents in school and out of school. They will be releasing these multiple times 
a week on their website https://www.thinkforthefuture.co.uk/covid-19-response and various 
social media (Twitter @TFTFuture).  

First one on mental-wellbeing is available now! 

LIVE Sessions 

They will have content going out on their YouTube from their TFTF Behaviour and Resilience 
Mentors. (See timetable for more information) 

 
  

https://www.thinkforthefuture.co.uk/covid-19-response
https://t.sidekickopen79.com/s1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lM8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJN7t5X-FfhMynW4Xrjx68qlQyHW56dNJw6HDWdC102?te=W3R5hFj4cm2zwW4fQ47l4fGCmnW3Fbt5S4fH11xW4hMpgv3JNBg9n41S3Gh223&si=7000000001137720&pi=240ca412-0bbc-41b1-9726-e91ceeb64bdd
https://t.sidekickopen79.com/s1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lM8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJN7t5X-FfhMynW4Xrjx68qlQyHW56dNJw6HDWdC102?te=W3R5hFj4cm2zwW4mKLS-4rCvX6W4hCVj23Fbt5SW3F7xMK41RjQSW36dsyQ3DZX0rW3LFHdq2FSv0TW4tj32R2w0Ctc0&si=7000000001137720&pi=240ca412-0bbc-41b1-9726-e91ceeb64bdd


 
 

 

 
 

  



 

“Scientists have become the bearers of the torch of discovery in our quest for 

knowledge” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The saddest aspect of life right now is that science gathers knowledge faster 

than society gathers wisdom” 

 

How easy is it to fall off a log? 

Why shouldn’t actors work with children or animals? 

 

 

What do NASA scientists say instead of ‘it’s not rocket science you know’? 

 

 

Who was responsible for each of today’s quotes? 


