
 

 

 

Message from the Principal: 

Dear Parent/Carer & Student 

 

Welcome to Friday’s addition of our student briefing. All of the normal curriculum areas are 

here including lots of useful information in the Careers Focus section from Miss Warburton. 

Also check out the Learning Support contribution - beef tacos, Coronavirus kindness, walk 

the line and dandelion painting are some of the highlights. 

 

In normal times we would be hurtling towards the exam series - it was due to start two weeks 

on Monday! However, we know these are not normal times. Many of you have firm plans for 

next year, but some may still be undecided and exploring what options are out there. If this is 

the case and you require help from staff at the UTC can you please email your specific 

question to derbyadmin@utcderby.org.uk and one of the team will get in contact with you. 

 

As always stay safe and enjoy the weekend sunshine as best you can. 

Kind regards 

 
 

Richie Wheatcroft 

Principal 

 

STAY HOME     PROTECT THE NHS     SAVE LIVES  

mailto:derbyadmin@utcderby.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P Purpose 

L Life Skills 
A Active 

C Connection 
E Enjoyment 

Finding Your PLACE 

Did you or your parents take part in the 

webinar that was hosted on Monday 

evening? If not, don’t worry please see some 

of the key points given 

Purpose 

What do you 

want… 

happiness, money, 

family 

Life Skills 

Investigate your 

career options, 

what are your 

strengths/ 

Qualities 

Active 

Run, Jog, Walk, Walk 

the dog, online 

tutorials. 

Think about you 

future health 

 

Enjoyment 

Find something 

you enjoy and fit 

this into your daily 

routine – in 

MODERATION 

Connection 

Thin about screen 

time – make 

POSITIVE 

connections 

Its important to focus on what YOU CAN CHANGE and CONTROL 

• Routines 

• Diet 

• Workload 

• Continuing to learn 

• Setting yourself daily goals 

 

Create your own PLACE overview. 

Focus on one week at a time 

Plan your PLACE goals for next week. Review them next Friday and 

set yourself another plan for the following week 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Flearn.springpod.co.uk%2F&psig=AOvVaw0vM_MCzP9_8z35WI7LkNvw&ust=1587729705913000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOiL8ZvA_ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website Link: https://www.springpod.co.uk/ 

 

 

 This is a FANTASTIC website to give you careers advice and to think about different 

pathways that you may not have had time to think about before. They have just 

added a ‘Learn Lounge’ section which features talks lasting between 30-45miniutes 

that you can sign up for free and listen to the journeys that people have taken. 

Below are just some of the talks I have signed up for… 

Sounds great, how do we take part? 

We’ve made Learn Lounge easy to access for everyone, and there’s no need to download any additional 

software or apps. Just book your place and choose all the speaker sessions that you’d like to attend. And 

don’t worry if you’ve booked multiple ones or can’t make it for a session – as long as you’ve registered, 

we’ll send you a link to view on-demand. We recommend that you attend it live though – you’ll be able 

to ask questions to the speakers and participate in live polls that can help you make the most of every 

session 

 If you need any further help 

or support, please do contact 

me. 

Miss Warburton       

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fspringpod%2Fstatus%2F1070350087593881601&psig=AOvVaw1Ju8vum1Rh6-POb61-6lgp&ust=1587729670195000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJj_oovA_ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.springpod.co.uk/


 

 

 

  

Different companies are also keen to support you whilst you are working at 

home… 

 

Website Link: https://mailchi.mp/successatschool/severn-trent-study-from-home-tips 

 

Have you been thinking about the jobs and roles of keyworkers during this 

time and want to learn more… 

Website Link:  

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/1232/crisis-careers-heroes-coronavirus-key-workers 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/successatschool/severn-trent-study-from-home-tips
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/1232/crisis-careers-heroes-coronavirus-key-workers


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Keep in touch not only with us but also your 

friends. 

Supporting one another at this time is really 

important and anything we can to do help, we 

will. You will all have a different focus and we 

want to make sure we help you on your future 

pathway. 

Stay Safe!       

Please remember, it is important to keep in 

touch 
Please continue to work on your assignments and share with Mr 

Miller and I for feedback. Information relating to other units will be 

included in nest weeks newsletter  

Unit 4 

Look at the resources on Teams as this will 

help you to complete the unit. There are 2 

exemplar case studies for Assignment 2 

included 

Unit 5 

All models were completed before we 

closed therefore you should be able to 

complete your portfolio and all 

assignments. Remember to include your 

pictures from making. 

If you complete your portfolio, please share 

this via one drive for feedback 

Unit 13  

Even though you may not have completed your 

practical element you can still write all 

assignment sections – for current purposes you 

could include internet images but remember 

these must be referenced. Include any pictures 

you have taken 

Unit 44 

Even though you may not have completed 

your practical element you can still write all 

assignment sections – for current purposes 

you could include internet images but 

remember these must be referenced -n 

include any pictures you have taken 

 

Unit 25 

Even though you may not be able to 

complete all practical elements, you can 

write up the information needed about 

different materials and testing. Use pictures 

and images that you took beforehand and 

remember to reference any internet sources 

used. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.teachertoolkit.co.uk%2F2018%2F09%2F28%2Fkeep-in-touch%2F&psig=AOvVaw2VdobG_illkpFPYjfAfqUj&ust=1585320001969000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMi6urOvuOgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

Great Reads… 

Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell  

Quotations 

There is only one corner of the universe you can be certain of improving, and that's your own 
self. 

Aldous Huxley 
 
Honesty is the first chapter in the book of wisdom. 

Thomas Jefferson 
 

Can You Solve This Riddle From Literature? 

•  
 
Riddles are rooted deeply in the Western literary tradition. The Exeter Book, the largest extant collection of 
Old English writing, contains punning, rhymes, and riddles in the form of kennings, or compound words 
serving as a metaphors for a single word ("whale-road" translates to "the sea.") 
 
Some riddles demonstrate the wit of a story's protagonist, or allow a character to escape a dire situation by 
using their brain rather than their brawn. Other, more puzzling riddles simply remind us that some 
questions are unanswerable, and while this can lead to hours of frustrated head-scratching, these are 
sometimes the most pleasantly strange riddles of them all. 

Can you solve this riddle from literature? 

Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 
The Mad Hatter, who is known for speaking a whole lot of nonsense, asks Alice this famously 
unanswerable riddle, only to tell her that he doesn't know the answer; he was simply asking. 

Q: "Why is a raven like a writing desk?" 

 

Answer:  on the next briefing! 

 
Answer to last week’s riddle: 
The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare 
Portia's father devises a riddle that her suitors must solve in order to win her hand in marriage. He arranges 
three caskets, a golden, a silver, and a leaden, asking them to choose the casket of their liking. 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/aldous_huxley_386738
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/aldous_huxley_386738
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/aldous-huxley-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/thomas_jefferson_101007
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/thomas-jefferson-quotes
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/author/madeleine-crum
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/author/madeleine-crum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_kennings


Q: The golden casket reads, "Who chooseth me shall gain what many men desire." The silver: "who 
chooseth me shall get as much as he deserves." The leaden: "Who chooseth me must give and hazard all 
he hath." 

A: The golden casket contains a skull, and a note warning against judging a book by its cover, and the 
silver casket represents chasing elusive goals but the leaden casket contains a note that reads, "You that 
choose not by the view, chance as fair and choose as true." 



BEEF TACOS – A FAMILY SOCIAL MEAL 

INGREDIENTS 

• 1 Onion 

• 1 Red pepper 

• 1 Green pepper 

• Olive oil 

• 2 Cloves of garlic 

• 1 Pinch of paprika 

• 1½ Teaspoons cumin 

• 500g Minced beef 

• 250ml Beef stock 

• 12 Corn taco shells 

• Grated cheese 

• Salad 

• Salsa, guacamole, sour cream (can these quite cheaply in stores) 

• Jalapenos to spice it up 

METHOD 

1. Peel and dice the onion, then deseed and dice the peppers. Soften in 1 tablespoon of 

oil in a large pan over a low heat. 

2. Peel, finely slice and add the garlic, along with the paprika and cumin, and cook for 1 

to 2 minutes. Add the beef and stir until it has browned. 

3. Pour in the stock, cover, and cook for 45 minutes, or until reduced. Season to taste. 

4. Preheat the oven to 180ºC/350ºF/gas 4. 

5. Spread the taco shells out on a baking tray and place in the oven for 3 to 4 minutes 

until crisp. 

6. Lay everything out and let everyone help themselves. Fill the shells with the meat, 

salad, salsa, guacamole, sour cream, and sprinkle with cheese. 

 



#CoronavirusKindness 
 

It will help to try and see this as a different period of time 

in your life, and not necessarily a bad one, even though you 

didn’t choose it. And there are still lots of things that we can 

do for other people to inspire kindness in unforeseen times: 

1. Pick an item from the list below 

2. Take action 

3. Share the kindness on social media 

4. Tag @mentalhealth on Twitter and @mentalhealthfoundation 

on Instagram and Facebook 

5. Use the hashtag #CoronavirusKindness 

Get involved with random acts of kindness 

▪ Call a friend that you haven’t spoken to for a while 

▪ Tell a family member how much you love and appreciate them 

▪ Make a cup of tea for someone you live with 

▪ Arrange to have a cup of tea and virtual catch up with someone you know 

▪ Help with a household chore at home 

▪ Arrange to watch a film at the same time as a friend and video call 

▪ Tell someone you know that you are proud of them 

▪ Tell someone you know why you are thankful for them 

▪ Send a motivational text to a friend who is struggling 

▪ Send someone you know a joke to cheer them up 

▪ Send someone you know a picture of a cute animal 

▪ Send an inspirational quote to a friend 

▪ Send an interesting article to a friend 

▪ Spend time playing with your pet 

▪ Reach out to call a friend, family member or neighbour who is 

experiencing loneliness or self-isolation 

▪ Donate to a charity 

▪ Arrange to have a video lunch with a friend 

▪ Send an inspirational story of kindness people around the world are doing 

for others to someone you know 

▪ Donate to foodbanks 

▪ Offer to skill share with a friend via video call - you could teach guitar, 

dance etc. 

▪ Offer support to vulnerable neighbours 

 

 

https://twitter.com/mentalhealth
https://www.instagram.com/mentalhealthfoundation/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/mentalhealthfoundation


Walk the Line 
 

This drawing exercise will help your hand eye coordination. It will also 

help you to see your surroundings in a new, interesting way. All you need 

is a pen or pencil and some paper. You can do this activity inside or 

outside. 

1. You are going on a walk (you can do this inside your home or in your garden 

if you have one). Take a pen or a pencil and some paper.  

2. Start walking and begin to draw without taking your pencil off the page. 

3. Draw something interesting that you can see. Let the flow of your line 

connect with the direction of your eyes. If you are unhappy with a line, 

don’t correct it but draw over the original line. You will learn by making 

mistakes. 

4. Now walk a few steps or to a different room. Walk 15 – 25 paces if you 

are on a walk outside. Look around and draw something else that catches 

your eye.  

5. Repeat the exercise until your fill your page. 

6. Remember to keep your pencil on the page at all times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
Craft activity – dandelion painting  
 
 

Painting flowers can seem like a daunting task, but these short film-
guides take you through the process step-by-step and use toilet rolls and 
straws to give lovely floral effects!  
 

 
 
https://www.derbyquad.co.uk/about/news/craft-activity-dandelion-
painting 
  
Using toilet rolls  
https://youtu.be/FpvIOpciq2Y 
  
Using straws  
https://youtu.be/qdq6znih_Yw 

 

  

https://www.derbyquad.co.uk/about/news/craft-activity-dandelion-painting
https://www.derbyquad.co.uk/about/news/craft-activity-dandelion-painting
https://youtu.be/FpvIOpciq2Y
https://youtu.be/qdq6znih_Yw
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If, 

11 , 11  =  4 

22 , 22  =  16 

33 , 33  =  36 

44 , 44  =  64 

Then, 

55 , 55  =  ? 

 

If, 

5 , 3  =  28 

9 , 1  =  810 

8 , 7  =  115 

6 , 2  =  48 

Then, 

7 , 5  =  ? 

If, 

1 , 2  =  23 

2 , 3  =  65 

3 , 4  =  127 

4 , 5  =  209 

Then, 

5 , 6  =  ? 

What is 

9-3/3*5+10 = ? 



Answers on the next briefing! 

Answers from last week’s briefing: 

Q1:  128 

Q2:  7 

Q3:  50 

Q4:  1025 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Chemistry Crossword 


