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Do you want more than just 
qualifications?

With specialist equipment, a unique curriculum and extensive 
employer engagement, UTC Derby Pride Park offers Year 9 to 11 
students a real and exciting alternative to local secondary school.

Watch our showcase film on YouTube

University Technical Colleges (UTCs) are government-funded science and 
technology academies developed with employers and universities to focus on 
the skills the UK needs for the future.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBGuHyLPnag
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Introduction from Lee Kirkwood, 
Principal

Welcome to UTC Derby Pride Park! We are a purpose-built  
13-19 specialist academy located on Pride Park in Derby, a focal point 
for business and industry. Our innovative, careers-focused school is 
home to our Engineering specialism and Derbyshire’s Health and Life 
Sciences Academy. 

Students in Years 9, 10 and 11 with a passion for Science, Technology, Engineering or 
Maths (STEM) can study one of two exciting pathways alongside core GCSE subjects: 

• Engineering

• Health & Life Sciences

Our unique combination of technical and academic curriculum is complemented by a 
rich personal development programme and extensive employer engagement to help 
each student develop to their full potential. Our success is measured in the great results 
and destinations that our students achieve. 
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All of our Year 11 graduates progress on to further studies, apprenticeships or 
employment, with most choosing to stay on at the UTC for Post 16 studies. Our Year 13 
graduates have secured competitive university places, as well as sought-after higher or 
degree apprenticeships and employment. 

We bring education and business together in a way that gives our students the very best 
preparation for high quality careers, working with top employers, including Alstom, Rolls-
Royce, and Toyota, as well as NHS Foundation Trusts, Joined Up Care Derbyshire and 
Derby City Council. The University of Derby and our employer partners are represented 
on the governing body and work closely with the UTC and the students to develop their 
employability skills and provide work placements.

For students who want more than just qualifications, we provide an all-round education 
focused on future progression. I look forward to meeting you at one of our events – 
whether virtual or at the UTC – and to sharing with you the great opportunities that UTC 
Derby Pride Park provides to students in Years 9 to 11.
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Our Multi-Academy Trust

UTC Derby Pride Park is now part of The Sheffield UTC Academy 
Trust, which is at the forefront of UTC developments across England.

The Sheffield UTC Academy Trust already runs two UTCs graded Ofsted ‘Good’. The 
first was opened in 2013, one of the first UTCs to open in the country, offering two 
technical specialisms, Engineering and Advanced Manufacturing and Creative Digital 
Media. Given the strong recruitment and positive progress of students at this first UTC, 
a second UTC was opened in Sheffield in September 2016 offering three additional 
technical specialisms, Health Sciences and Social Care, Sport Science and Computing 
to develop young people for jobs in the growing health tech sector. Both Sheffield UTCs 
offer Year 9 and Year 12 places and recruitment has been strong.

Further information about The Sheffield UTC Academy Trust can be found on the 
website at utcsheffield.org.uk

http://www.utcsheffield.org.uk
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Welcome from Nick Crew, Executive 
Principal

A big vision lies at the heart of The Sheffield UTC Academy Trust 
to develop the next generation of Britain’s engineers, designers, 
technicians and scientists, who together will help to solve the global 
challenges that lie ahead of us and revive a strong economy.

These highly skilled young people will be the innovators and enterprising employees 
of tomorrow, helping to create new industries and providing much-needed talent for 
existing businesses and public services in this region and beyond.
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Top reasons for choosing UTC Derby 
Pride Park

1. Excellent destinations

2. Employer-led learning

3. Industry-standard facilities

4. Versatile options combining academic and technical courses

5. Strong support in a focused, friendly community

“The UTC is a happy, friendly environment. The opportunities to 
see industry and talk to different people are really good and not 
something I’d have experienced at my previous school. It means 
you can think about what you want to do and hear about other 
people’s roles within industry first-hand.”

Year 13 graduate

Our higher education partners

We are extremely proud to work with two outstanding university partners, our key 
sponsor Sheffield Hallam University, and our regional partner the University of Derby. 
We benefit from the technical knowledge of their academic experts and access to their 
facilities for UTC students.
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Employer-Led Learning

Working with employers and universities is at the heart of everything 
we do at the UTC, providing students with real-life problem-solving 
challenges, mentoring and work experience.

Meet some of our employer partners

https://sites.google.com/view/utc-derby/home#h.5c605764a7541d55_34
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Curriculum

You will participate in projects related to the world of work that have been designed 
by our employer and university partners in collaboration with our expert teaching 
staff, as well as benefitting from master classes and feedback on your work from top 
professionals.

Mentoring

The chance to meet regularly with employers relevant to your interests and career 
aspirations is a key part of how the UTC will build your confidence and skills.

Placements

Work experience at the UTC is all about matching your interests with specific employer 
and project opportunities, so that you gain a real insight into what it is like to work in the 
sector.

Trips and Tours

You will visit a wide range of employer premises, including high profile companies and 
organisations, as well as participate in national competitions and events.
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Industry standard facilities

Preparing students for the workplace

Our Engineering facilities were designed with Rolls- Royce and Toyota to ensure that 
the machinery in our workshops is of equivalent standard to the equipment they use 
with their apprentices. 

We have now introduced a new Healthcare suite, developed in discussion with our 
partners at the University of Derby, the NHS and Joined Up Care Derbyshire.

State-of-the-art facilities include:

• Engineering workshop that has the latest in CAD machines, together with 
milling machines, lathes and welding bays.

• High-spec prototyping facilities with eight 3D printers, routers and laser 
cutters for producing things designed by the students, linked to manufacture, 
design and product prototyping.

• Computer Aided Design (CAD) suite with 21 specialist PCs.

• Five Science laboratories with a large preparation room for practical teaching

• Specialist laboratory rooms supporting Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

• Healthcare suite with a hospital ward set up complete with scrub suits, 
computerised mannequin, observation machines and simulation equipment. 

• Opportunities to visit and use University of Derby and NHS training facilities 
relating to Life Science and Health Science specialist areas.

Watch our facilities video on YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHluKT7XhsU
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Destinations, destinations, destinations

The culture of the UTC is all about destinations – we focus on where students are 
going, not just on grades. 100% of our Year 11 leavers have a positive destination in 
education, employment or training. The majority choose to stay on the at the UTC.

Sample of our Year 13 destinations:

• Adult Nursing at De Montfort University

• Aerospace Technology at Coventry University

• Chemistry at University of Liverpool

• Chemistry with Drug Discovery at University of Bath

• Civil Engineering at Coventry University

• Computer Games Programming at University of Derby

• Engineering at University of Derby

• Machine Engineering Apprenticeship with Rolls-Royce

• Marketing at Nottingham Trent University

• Mathematics at Coventry University

• Mechanical Engineering at De Montfort University

• Mechanical Engineering at Sheffield Hallam University

• Mechanical Engineering at University of Derby

• Mechatronics at De Montfort University

• Motorsport Engineering at University of Derby

• Space Engineering Programme at the National Space Academy

Meet our graduates

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Pe6rLDbgTE&t=2s
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Student experience

Students mention that the atmosphere at the UTC is purposeful and 
focused, but also friendly and vibrant. Students come to us because 
they want to learn and relish the opportunity to concentrate on their 
studies, alongside others with similar interests – whilst enjoying an 
extensive programme of personal and social development.

Through our enrichment programme, all students have the chance to develop 
themselves both personally and professionally, as well as pursue their interests. Each 
year we review the programme to ensure that it offers a selection of options our current 
student base will enjoy as well as gain from. Sample activities include:

Each year we review the programme of activities to ensure that it offers a selection 
of options our current student base will enjoy as well as gain from. Sample activities 
include:

• Art
• Drama (Production of Inspector Calls)
• Board games
• Chess
• Royal Navy Challenge
• Royal Navy Junior Leaders Field Gun (which we won 2019)
• CANSAT
• F1 in schools
• Film club
• Newsletter
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“I enjoyed using the machines on a daily basis because no 
other schools can really offer that to you, and it paid off. When 
I went to my interview at Rolls-Royce they said not many people 
my age can say they’ve had that experience so it makes you 
stand out to employers.”

Year 11 Leaver went on to Rolls-Royce

Watch our student experience video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT7wshJSu-I
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Transport links

Our high-tech building is located on Pride Park on the edge of Derby 
city centre, just moments away from the main railway station. Fittingly 
as a centre of excellence for engineering, we stand in the place that 
was once home to the city’s thriving railway manufacturing industry. 

Pride Park hosts Derby College, Derby Arena and the Pride Park Stadium, home ground 
of Derby County FC, as well as a host of businesses. 

The UTC is well served with transport links, with easy access by bus, rail and road. This 
means that it is easy for students to attend from across the region.

Watch our travel video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QAIP0Gr09Q
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Chesterfield

• 28 minutes by train

• 39 minute by car

Long Eaton

• 22 minutes by train

• 20 minutes by car

Nottingham

• 56 minutes by bus

• 36 minutes by train

• 35 minutes by car

Ripley

• 53 minutes by bus

• 21 minutes by car

Stoke

• 59 minutes by train

• 50 minutes by car
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Core Curriculum

Studying in Years 9, 10 and 11 at UTC Derby Pride Park is different 
from a traditional secondary school. Learning is related to the world 
of work so that students can better understand the relevance of what 
they are learning.

In Year 9, our students complete Key Stage 3 whilst also focusing on early skills 
development within one of two pathways.  At Key Stage 4 our students study 
a combination of core GCSE subjects alongside optional GCSE and technical 
qualifications for specialist pathways in Engineering and Health & Life Sciences. 
These complimentary pathways equip students for further study, apprenticeships and 
employment in the areas they are interested in. 
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The core curriculum is supported by a wide-ranging personal development programme. 
The timetable features allocated lesson time for Careers Information, Advice and 
Guidance, Citizenship and RSHE (Relationships, Sex and Health Education) under the 
banner of our Global Cultural Learning Curriculum. 

In addition, students have weekly time for Sports and Physical Education, alongside 
time for independent study and a choice of interesting and varied enrichment activities. 

Overall, this balanced curriculum offer provides a well-rounded education designed 
to build students’ skills, knowledge, confidence and judgement, with extensive 
opportunities to work with employers and build professional skills.

https://sites.google.com/view/utcsheffieldcitycentre/home#h.g6sw4xciek62
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8 or more GCSEs and equivalent Level 2 
technical qualifications

Discuss options with us to tailor the best combination for each 
individual student

Core Curriculum

• GCSE Maths

• English Language

• English Literature

• GCSE Science (Combined) equivalent to 2 GCSEs or GCSE Separate Sciences 
(Triple Award) equivalent to 3 GCSEs
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Pathways

Choose from 1 of 2 exciting subjects to add to your core learning

Engineering

• OCR Cambridge Nationals in Engineering Manufacture and Design

Health & Life Sciences

• OCR Cambridge Nationals in Health & Social Care

• NCFE CACHE L2 Award in Relationships, Sex and Health Education OR NCFE 
CACHE L2 Award in Preventing and Controlling Infection

Plus...

• All Year 9 students study the BTEC Award in Digital Information Technology covering 
useful IT skills sought after by employers and relevant to both Engineering and 
Health & Life Sciences

• Enrichment programme – a wide-ranging personal development programme with 
activities outside the classroom to help students develop more broadly. 

• Employability programme – an outstanding careers and professional development 
programme offering talks, visits, masterclasses, mentoring, work placements, project-
based learning and future employment opportunities.

https://www.utcderby.org.uk/contact-us/
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Specialising in Engineering

If you like to get to the bottom of how things work, solve problems, 
invent and make, Engineering is for you. You could be helping to 
design and construct visionary buildings, developing the latest green 
technology to save the planet, or inventing new medical devices to 
improve healthcare.

Engineering is a combination of science and maths used to solve real-life problems. 
There are lots of different types of engineers who work in all sorts of places - offices, 
laboratories, hospitals, hi-tech manufacturing, to name a few.

The Engineering specialism at UTC Derby Pride Park will provide you with the 
knowledge and skills to work across this diverse and growing sector. You will learn in 
state-of-the-art facilities, high-spec prototyping workshops and sophisticated machine 
suites – working on challenges set by employers that will stretch you and build your 
industry skills.
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Your studies will include Level 2 OCR Cambridge Nationals in Engineering Manufacture 
and Engineering Design alongside GCSEs.

Find out more: https://www.utcderby.org.uk/curriculum/engineering/

Watch our Engineering showcase film

Derby and its surrounding area has a global reputation for 
transport equipment manufacturing.

This strength is built on over 175 years of innovation and manufacturing 
expertise. The sector covers the production of aerospace, automotive and rail 
transport vehicles and employs over 20,000 people. 

The Institute for Innovation in Sustainable Engineering is based at the University 
of Derby to support advanced manufacturing businesses and engineering 
companies in the region.

Employer-led projects

You will work with Alstom, Rolls-Royce, Toyota and the University of 
Derby to support your BTEC qualifications. 

For example, you will work with the University on a variety of units to help you not 
only understand the academic requirements but also to give an insight into university 
facilities and opportunities. These units include Electronic Devices and Circuits and 
Mechanical behaviours of Metallic and Non-Metallic Materials – using university 
standard equipment to carry out practical activities.

https://www.utcderby.org.uk/curriculum/engineering/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWFxft_NQi


UTC Derby Pride Park Y9 Prospectus 2022/23 23

Our students go on to some of the best universities in the 
country.

Past students have gone to destinations such as University of Leeds, 
University of Nottingham, University of York – as well as highly sought-after 
apprenticeships with companies like Alstom, Rolls-Royce and SNC Lavalin. 

These are some of the employers you will be working 
with:

• Rolls-Royce

• Alstom

• University of Derby

• Royal Navy

• Toyota

Watch our Toyota employer video

http://www.rolls-royce.com/
https://www.alstom.com/
https://www.derby.ac.uk/
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/
https://www.toyota.co.uk/
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Amandip Phagura, Engineering Alumnus

Amandip joined the UTC in Year 12 to study an Extended Diploma in 
Engineering. 

“I’m originally from Derby so I have seen the impact that engineering has had on the 
city and that’s always influenced me. Having a focus on engineering isn’t the norm in 
other schools so I moved to the UTC to study in Year 12 because it does something 
different. I enjoy engineering because you can go from designing something to creating 
it and seeing your end product. It’s very rewarding. At the UTC we covered processes 
like milling, welding and turning, and I was able to put that on my applications for higher 
education.” 

After completing his A Levels, Amandip was accepted onto an Engineering Higher 
Apprenticeship with Rolls-Royce and continues to work with them. 

“I work at Rolls-Royce, specifically within the service department, and I’m really enjoying 
my time there. I currently work in the MEM (Management of Engine Maintenance) 
team which means I help to develop initiatives to save money on maintenance. The 
apprenticeship has given me the opportunity to try out several departments which has 
been a great insight into the company.” 

Amandip and other staff from Rolls-Royce are currently working with the Year 11 
students at the UTC on an employer project. The students are designing and developing 
a piston system for an engine.

“At the UTC I had access to industry standard facilities, and we focused on real-life 
projects and manufacturing. Being equipped with this knowledge gave me a better 
understanding of how things are produced in industry and helped me get to where I am 
today. It is great to be able to see the students developing their skills and now I am the 
one helping them and working with them.”

Meet our Engineering students

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jd5sPevecWQ
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Derbyshire Health and Life Sciences 
Academy

Are you curious about how the living world works? How 
humans, animals and plants are made up and how they 
function? Do you want to solve problems, be involved in caring 
and help make a difference? You could enjoy studying at 
Derbyshire’s Health and Life Sciences Academy at UTC Derby.

The Derbyshire Health & Life Sciences Academy will provide you with 
the knowledge and skills to work across numerous areas of health 
and social care as well as the bioscience sector which develops 
biological solutions to help improve life for humans, animals and the 
environment.

Our tutors have a mixture of experience in areas including nursing, apprenticeship 
recruitment for the NHS and voluntary health roles, alongside teaching. They also have 
an interest in finding and supporting alternative routes into healthcare careers. 
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As a specialist science and technology centre, we help students to develop the kind of 
technical and scientific skills which the healthcare sector increasingly needs alongside 
personal skills such as caring, communication and teamwork. We are proud of the close 
links we have with the University of Derby, the NHS and Joined Up Care Derbyshire, 
which lets us prepare our students for employment and university study.

Our Health Suite enables students to take part in simulation activities and for students 
to work and practice on medical grade equipment that they would come across in many 
health sector roles. Students learn about life saving intervention, initial patient care and 
bedside manner. The Health Suite allows for students to roleplay scenarios in a care 
setting.

Alongside their GCSEs and Level 2 OCR Cambridge Nationals in Health and Social 
Care, our students gain two additional vocational qualifications in Infection Control and 
Sexual Relationship Education. We also expect to include a First Aid qualification to 
compliment the First Aid module taught in Year 9.

Find out more: 
https://www.utcderby.org.uk/curriculum/health-and-life-sciences-academy/

https://www.utcderby.org.uk/curriculum/health-and-life-sciences-academy/
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Watch our Health & Life Sciences Showcase film

Jobs in the Health & Life Sciences sector include:

• Nurse

• Speech Therapist

• Social Worker

• Clinical Researcher

• Paramedic

• Physiotherapist

• Biotechnologist

• Midwife

• Psychologist

• Dietician

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVM_P5vSSec
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Working with Employers

The Derbyshire Health & Life Sciences Academy at the UTC has been 
developed with the NHS, Joined Up Care Derbyshire and the University 
of Derby and will be supported by a wide range of professionals 
working in the field as the Academy develops. 

Derby and the surrounding area is part of the third largest centre of expertise for 
medical technologies in the UK. Together with Nottingham, the area is home to over 
200 medical technology firms including some of the largest Health & Life Sciences 
businesses such as Walgreens Boots Alliance and Pennine Healthcare.

You could be part of this growing sector!

As well as these large businesses, the area also features two of the biggest business 
support centres for bioscience businesses,  MediCity Nottingham and BioCity 
Nottingham. BioCity Nottingham site was expanded in 2017 with the opening of the 
£30million BioCity Discovery building. It is estimated this new building will create up to 
700 Life Sciences jobs over the next 30 years.

“I decided I wanted to go into the NHS and help people. This 
pandemic has enforced that I want to do something more 
meaningful with my life and help people, and I’ve always really 
enjoyed Biology.” 

Year 13 graduate now studying Adult Nursing

Meet our Health & Life Sciences students
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Employer-led projects

You will develop your knowledge and understanding by undertaking 
employer-led projects and activities throughout the duration of your 
course. 

Meet our employer partner, The University of Derby

NEW! Partnership with Chesterfield Royal 
Hospital

You will work with Chesterfield Royal Hospital on many of the units throughout 
the course, allowing you to complete realistic work shadowing and undertake 
tasks leading to a skills award similar to Industry Care Certification. Staff from 
the Hospital will deliver topics such as Physiological disorders and their care, as 
well as principles of safe practice in Health and Social Care.

https://youtu.be/Y2i79saKgIA
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Pathways

We want to ensure that you are equipped for a fulfilling and rewarding 
career, whether you progress onto an apprenticeship, into university, 
or directly into employment.

In Year 11, our dedicated careers advisers work with students to ensure they make the 
most appropriate choices for their post-16 pathway. The UTC places great emphasis 
on professional Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) for all 
students. This is combined with work experience in both Year 10 and Year 11, extensive 
opportunities to meet with employers and work on industry projects, to assist students 
in making informed decisions. As a result, we have a track record of 100% of students 
progressing successfully onto further studies, apprenticeships and employment. 
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UTC Derby Pride Park KS4
Years 9, 10 & 11 - GCSEs & Technical Qualifications, Core subjects + STEM 
specialist pathways

School or College 
Sixth Forms
Years 12 & 13

UTC Derby Pride 
Park KS5
Years 12 & 13 - A 
Levels & Technical 
Qualifications in STEM 
specialist pathways

Advanced 
Apprenticeships
Entry with Level 2 
Qualifications

University
Foundation degree

Undergraduate degree

Masters degree

College
Higher National 
Certificates & Diplomas

Foundation Degrees

Higher & Degree 
Apprenticeships
Entry with A Levels 
and/or Technical 
Qualifications

Well paid job in the Technology Sector, Health & Social Care or the Sports and 
Wellbeing Sector or another science and technology related sector

“Those work placements that the staff at UTC worked hard 
to secure for me really allowed me to network and make 
connections that I still have today.”

Abdul, UTC graduate, who progressed to the National Space Academy and is 
now teaching STEM workshops alongside an internship for Leaders Unlocked
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Apply today

We offer a range of taster events and talks for both parents/carers and 
potential students. 

Please come along and meet with our Principal, Lee Kirkwood, and find out more about 
UTC Derby Pride Park.

Full details of these events are available on our website: www.utcderby.org.uk/events

https://www.utcderby.org.uk/events/


UTC Derby Pride Park Y9 Prospectus 2022/23 33

UTC Derby Pride Park is part of The 
Sheffield UTC Academy Trust

The Trust has a clear vision to prepare our students for high quality careers in major 
growth areas of the UK and global economies – Engineering & Advanced Manufacturing, 
Creative & Digital Industries, Computing, Health and Sport Sciences and Health & Life 
Sciences. We provide a rounded education to develop the professional, personal and 
technical skills that employers want.

All of our students achieve a set of qualifications endorsed by both our university and 
employer partners, enabling them to progress to top universities as well as high quality 
apprenticeships.
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